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Presentation 3 

Mk 1.1-15 

Jesus announces the “Gospel” from the “Wilderness” 

 

 

 

The tomb of St Mark the Evangelist at the high altar in the Cathedral St Mark, in Venice.  

Photo: © Michael Trainor, used with permission.  

________________________________ 
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1. Structure of Mk 1:1-15 
 

 
2. John the Baptiser announces in the “wilderness” 
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The Judean Wilderness. Photo © Michael Trainor, used with permission. 

 

 

Mk 1.6: John is ascetic from the wilderness. 

Mk 1.7: John, the messenger announces the preparation for the one to come. 

Mk 1.9: Jesus comes from the village of Nazareth and baptized by John “into” the 

Jordan → submersion into the water, the original material and chaos of the story 

of Creation. Jesus is connection to Creation. 

Mk 1.10: Jesus connects the earth to the heavens, as God’s Spirit agent who 

connects the heavenly presence to earth. 

Mk 1.11: God delights in Jesus as the beloved One of God—needs to be 

remembered throughout the Gospel, in the death of Jesus in the Gospel. This has 

implications for all who are baptized. We, too, are God’s beloved ones.  

 

______________________________________________________________ 
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3. The Baptism of Jesus Mark 1:9-11 (NRSV) 

 
 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out 

of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 

like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 

Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased. 

 

4. John the Baptizer 
 

--Member of the Qumran community? 
–Essene? 
–Historical relationship between Jesus and John Baptist? 
–Clothing: camel hair, leather belt around waist (1:6) 
–Food: locusts and wild honey 
–Water in the wilderness 

 

5. The First Words of Jesus in the Gospel (Mk 1.15) 
 

a.  “The time (Kairos) is fulfilled,  

b.  and the kingdom (Basileia) of God has come near;  
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c.  repent (meta+noiete),  

d.  and believe in the good news (evangelion). 

6. Summary 
 

• Role of the “wilderness” out of which the Gospel and Jesus comes.  
 

• The wilderness is the place of aloneness, vulnerability, fear, openness 
fr what is possible, struggle, mortality.  

 

 

The Judean Wilderness. Photo © Michael Trainor, used with permission. 

 

For Further Reflection & Conversation 

• The Gospel begins in the “wilderness” and from it Jesus comes and speak 
his first words. What is the “wilderness” that others (and I) experience 
around me?  
 

• What is the “good news” that we need to hear today? What “good news” 
can the Church offer or speak to Jesus followers today and to the world? 
 

In Preparation for the Next Presentation 

o For the next presentation, read Mk. 1.16-3.35 
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